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Principes de linguistique psychologique : Essai de synthese. Jao. van 

Ginneken. Paris: Marcel Riviere. 1907. Pp. 552. 

This book is an attempt to illustrate the place of the Indo-Germanic 
languages in a system of linguistic psychology. The author has gathered 
together no inconsiderable amount of philological material, which he has 
presented in an original and often quite suggestive form. The linguistic 
student will probably find more of value in the wealth and systematiza- 
tion of this material than in the psychological analyses which are based 
upon it. 

The subject-matter of the book appeared in Flemish some two years 
since, and the present volume is a translation ; by whom, does not appear. 
It invites comparison with the first two volumes of the " Volkerpsy- 
chologie," although the two works really present a considerable contrast. 
Dr. van Ginneken writes primarily as a philologist, and his psychology is 
imported; Wundt, on the other hand, represents the psychologist dealing, 
necessarily largely at second hand, with a wide range of linguistic 
material. The two fields are so extended that a single investigator could 
hardly be expected to produce a system of linguistic psychology not open 
to a good deal of criticism from one source or the other. On the whole, 
the more valuable contributions may probably be expected from the 
philological side, as is Dr. van Ginneken's. Analytical psychology, at 
least, does not yet appear to have made essential contributions to any one 
accustomed to clear thinking about linguistic processes from the his- 
torical standpoint, and there is little opportunity for more purposeless 
blundering than the attempt to psychologize upon a hypothetical philology. 

No one but a philologist would be in a position to discuss the bulk 
of Dr. van Ginneken's material, though it is, perhaps, fair to assume that 
an advanced pupil of TJhlenbeck is not likely to fall into any very serious 
historical errors. He seems to have been critical in his choice of philo- 
logical sources, though he is apparently unaware of the name of Biilbring, 
and that of Mauthner receives only a passing mention. The first part of 
the book deals mainly with psychological data gathered partly from 
analytical and partly from pathological, only meagerly from experimental, 
fields. The presentation of linguistic imagery and association is not 
written by nor for the psychologist, and for him will contain little, if 
anything, that combines novelty with importance. The second part offers 
an ingenious analysis of the grammatical categories, and the third deals 
with the influence of what might be termed the " subjective signification " 
(sentiment, conscience directe et subjective de soi) upon semasiological 
development; this portion of the work contains some very interesting 
material on these points. The fourth part deals mainly with the motor 
aspects of language, and it is here that the deficiency of the work on the 
experimental side is most apparent; rather more is known of the physi- 
ology of motor speech than seems to be made use of in these chapters. 

It is also probable that most students of comparative philology would 
incline to question the value of any system of linguistic psychology whose 
limits did not farther transcend the limits of the Indo-Germanic family. 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 391 

In the single instance, for example, of the grammatical categories; it is 
not altogether easy to understand how the system into which Dr. van 
Ginneken has built them would maintain itself in. those linguistic fam- 
ilies in which these distinctions largely disappear. It may be added that 
the French is difficult, and the book will not be followed readily by any 
one unfamiliar with philological backslang. It would seem unfortunate 
that French dialectic abbreviations are used, for German work so pre- 
ponderates in this field that it requires some effort to remember, for 
example, that v.h.all. means ahd. 

Frederic Lyman Wells. 
McLean Hospital. 
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RIVISTA FILOSOFICA. March-April, 1908. La creazione (pp. 
149-180) : B. Varisoo. - A criticism of Bergson's " L'Evolution creatrice. 
Evolution is a concept whose application is limited to life on the earth. 
II nuovo individualismo religioso (pp. 181-209) : N. Fornelli. - (Con- 
tinued from previous number.) The concentration of the individual and 
the accompanying privacy of his religious sentiments are new and char- 
acteristic symptoms. Assuming the continuity of scientific progress, the 
sense of the infinite is bound to grow more profound and intimate, 
while increasing toleration will make us more indifferent to the concrete 
forms used to represent the infinite. La psicologia della esperienza indif- 
ferenziata di James Ward (pp. 210-224) : A. Levi. - Continues the exposi- 
tion of Ward's psychological theories. Bramanesimo , Buddismo e Cris- 
tianesimo (pp. 225-246) : A. Tilgher. - Buddhism is the antithesis and the 
logical continuation of Brahmanism. (To be continued.) Psicologia e 
linguistica (pp. 247-261) : P. F. Nicoli.- An account of certain tendencies 
in modern linguistic science. Rassegna bibliografica : Opere di Ugo 
Janni F. Filomusi Guelfi, Ernst Cassirer, A. Kann. Notizie e pubblica- 
zioni — La filosofia al congresso dei classicisti. Sommari delle riviste 
straniere. Libri ricevuti. 

Cultura Espanola. Num. X. Madrid. May, 1908. Pp. 335-642. 
Hartenberg, Paul. Psychologie des neurastheniques. Paris: Felix Alcan. 
1908. Pp. 248. 3 fr. 50. 

Hill, David Spence. The Education, and Problems of the Protestant 
Ministry. Worcester : Clark University Press. 1908. Pp. 94. 



NOTES AND NEWS 



" The gift of $750,000 by Mr. Henry Phipps to Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity, for the foundation of a psychiatric clinic, will serve a threefold 
interest," the New York Medical Journal states in its issue of June 20. 
" In the first place, it will be the mental ward of the general hospital, in 



